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Welcome to another edition of our Monthly Newsletter. April was a busy month for
us in the 4th Ward. We: held a Town Hall; had a follow-up meeting addressing issues
at the Henry McGee Post Office; broke ground on two new Dog-Friendly Areas, and
much more.
Coming up - we are excited about one of the biggest events we put on annually - our
annual 4th Ward Job Fair! One of our office’s top priorities is economic development
and ensuring our residents have opportunities to access employment. Staff and our
partners who support our job fair have been working to ensure that employers that
attend our job fair have actual positions to offer and are committed to hiring. Last
year, over 80 people were hired as a result of our fair, and we hope to top this
number in 2019. For more information, visit page 4.
As mentioned, On April 24th we held a town hall meeting, rescheduled from January,
where we listened, conversed and covered a wide array of accomplishments and
plans. To learn more about the Town Hall, or to view the presentation, visit page 2.
In addition to our Town Hall, we held a follow-up meeting regarding service at the
Henry McGee Post Office. Our office has been working diligently to address some of
the many issues that we have heard from residents regarding both services at this
post office and on the routes that are served by it. We are hopeful that we are
making significant progress, as turnout to our follow-up meeting was significantly
lower than the initial meeting, and many residents commented that their complaints
have decreased. However, we all acknowledged that we still have work to do, and
therefore we are planning to hold a third meeting on this topic at some point this
summer. To see our summary of the meeting, visit page 2.
Respectfully,

Sophia D. King
Alderman, 4th Ward

A Look Back
Postal Meeting

Mothers Day’s
The 4th Ward is home to countless
unique, small business shopping
opportunities. In light of the
upcoming Mother’s Day weekend,
we have highlighted three we love
to visit and believe would be great
places to find something special for
Mom.
A’Vents By August
Flowers)
5231 S. Harper Court
(773) 789-7787
Aventsbyaugust.com

(Custom

Absolutely Anything Essential
3521 S. King Drive
(312) 238-9447
Absolutelyanythingessential.com
Vanille
800 S. Michigan Avenue
(773) 868-4574
vanillepatisserie.com

Senior Life Enrichment
Guide
Chicago’s Senior Life Enrichment
Guide Spring Edition has recently
been released. This booklet
provides hundreds of free and lowcost activities, programs and
resources to senior residents. To
access the booklet online, click
here. Additionally, hard copies are
available in our ward office, DFSS
senior centers, public libraries and
other locations citywide.

On Wednesday, May 1, Alderman King hosted a
community meeting regarding postal service at
the Henry McGee Station (46th and Cottage
Grove). This meeting was the second meeting
held on this matter and intended to be a followup to discuss the changes that have been
implemented at this particular location. Many of
the issues that were brought up at the initial
meeting have since been solved, or are still in the
process of being solved. Our office has compiled a review of the meeting that can be
found by clicking here. We intend to hold a final meeting on this matter at some point
this summer. Stay tuned for information regarding this particular meeting.

Town Hall Meeting
On Wednesday, April 24, Alderman King hosted a
Town Hall meeting focused on the central region
of the ward. We discussed a wide array of topics
including safety and security, development,
education,
legislation,
communication,
infrastructure, and much more. Thank you
to everyone who joined us that evening. If you
would like to view the presentation, click here.

Clean & Green
Although we unexpectedly received an unfortunate
late April snowfall the day of Chicago’s annual Clean
& Green, many of the groups still fought through the
poor conditions or moved their events to Sunday.
Clean & Green is a community-centered
beautification effort where the city’s Department of
Streets and Sanitation supplies much of the
necessary tools and equipment to local residents
who work to clean their own blocks, parks and communities. We applaud all the
groups who participated in Clean & Green and look forward to next year’s event!

Lunch with Elders
On May 1, our office hosted our monthly Lunch with Elders at St. Paul and the
Redeemer Episcopal Church (50th and Dorchester). These meetings are an
opportunity for senior residents to join us for lunch as Alderman King discusses much
of the ongoing work taking place in the ward. In addition, we were joined by Rebecca
Holbrook, who spook about sexual health among seniors as well as Beulah Brent, who
gave a brief presentation about breast cancer and in particular how it can impact
African American women.

Community Corner
Dog Park Groundbreaking
On May 4, Alderman King broke ground on two Dog Friendly Areas
(DFA) in the 4th Ward. Located at 4153 S. Vincennes and 3906 S.
Lake Park, these two DFAs will be two of the first dog parks on the
South Side of Chicago. These parks have been the culmination of
much hard work put in by many dog lovers and community
advocates throughout the 4th Ward, and although they cannot all
be named here, Alderman King extends her gratitude to all involved
in this process. Additionally, once the DFAs are opened, volunteers
will be needed to assist with some of the upkeep and maintenance
of the parks. If you are interested in one of these rolls, please contact Mack Thurman at our office.

Pre-Mother’s Day Event
On Saturday, May 4, Mandrake Park hosted their annual Pre-Mother’s Day Event.
The annual event features food, fellowship and several other activities that many
area seniors look forward to year after year. Alderman King stopped by for part of
the event and participated in some of the activities. The event was a huge success
and we applaud Ms. Sandra Young, Mr. Sidney Lewis and the Mandrake Park
Advisory Council for the work they put into this event each and every year.

2nd District Block Club Convention
On Saturday, June 8, the 2nd District CAPS office is hosting a block club convention
for all current block clubs or anyone who is interested in learning more about these
clubs. The event will take place from 10 A.M. - 1 P.M. at the 2nd District Police
Station (5101 S. Wentworth). For more information, contact the Community Policing
office at (312) 522-5109.

SECC RFP for 2019 Neighborhood Enhancement Grant
The South East Chicago Commission (SECC) is delighted to announce a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 2019 Neighborhood
Enhancement Grant Program with generous support from the Elizabeth Louise "Betty Lou" Smith Fund, the MacArthur
Foundation, Preservation of Affordable Housing (POAH), Hyde Park Bank, a Wintrust Company and individual donors. Since
1999, the program has offered funds to neighborhood schools, religious congregations, community organizations, park
advisory councils, and block groups to support neighborhood beautification projects. To apply, click here.

5th Annual Day of Beauty
Sisters Working It Out is hosting their 5th Annual Day of Beauty for all cancer survivors on Saturday, June 1 from Noon-4 P.M.
The event will take place at the Oakwood Shores Community Center (3825 S. Vincennes Avenue). All survivors and their
families are invited to participate in the event. For more information, contact Sisters Working It Out at (312) 574-3053.

Coming Up
Shred-a-Thon
On May 18 our office along with State
Representative Sonya Harper, will host a
Shred-a-Thon in the South Loop. This event
is a great opportunity to destroy any
sensitive documents you have in a secure
and environmentally conscious manner. In
addition to document recycling, electronic
recycling is available as well. The event
takes place in front of Dearborn Station (47 W. Polk) from 1:30-4:30 P.M. (or capacity).

Job Fair
Mark your calendars, the 4th Ward Job Fair will
take place Wednesday, May 22, 2019, at IBEW
Local 134 (2722 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive).
The event, which runs from 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.,
will feature a wide array of employers who are
all looking to hire qualified candidates. In
preparation for the fair, there will be two prep
workshops taking place on Wednesday, May 8
and Wednesday, May 15. For more
information, view our flyer by clicking here.

Alderman ‘On the Block’
On Monday, May 6, the Alderman hosted
an Alderman ‘On the Block’ at A’Vents by
August (5231 S. Harper Court.). This was an
opportunity for residents to come out and
meet one-on-one with Alderman King and
staff. Our next Alderman ‘On the Block’ will
be on Monday, May 13 at our 4th Ward
Service Office from 4-7 P.M. Although walkins are welcome, we strongly urge anyone
interested in coming to call our office ahead of time and schedule a meeting time.

Party for the Planet
The Shedd Aquarium and local Zoos will host a series of volunteer stewardship events,
called Family Volunteer Days, throughout the Chicagoland area where volunteers can
come together to remove litter from Chicago’s Lake Michigan and Chicago River
coastlines, plant native plant species, remove invasive plants, and help collect data.
The cleanup will take place at the 12st Street Beach on Wednesday, May 8 from 11:30
A.M. to 1 P.M. If you are interested in joining one of the events to make a difference,
you can learn more by visiting sheddaquarium.org/Party.

Community Meetings
Bronzeville CAC
Next Meeting: Second Monday of
each month
Location: Urban League (4510 S.
Michigan Ave.)
Time: 6-8 p.m.
Hyde Park CAC
When: Fourth Wednesday of each
month
Location: Walter H. Dyett High
School (555 E 51st St)
Time: 6-8 p.m.
The GAP Community Meeting
When: First Tuesday of each month
Time: 7:15 p.m.
Where: Illinois College of Optometry, 3240 S. Indiana
For more information, please e-mail
thegapco@hotmail.com
Chicago Loop Alliance
When: Second Tuesday of each
month
Time: 8:30 p.m.
For more information, please e-mail
mike@chicagoloopalliance.com

C.A.P.S. Meetings
PAC Meetings

Legislative Corner
We have rounded up some of the major ordinances and resolutions that have passed in the previous
month’s City Council. Each month, hundreds of pieces of legislation pass at Council, many of which are
debated and scrutinized in both Committee and Council. We have selected a few that are impactful to
the 4th Ward and the City as a whole.

Adoption of the Cortland and Chicago River TIF District (O2019-2185)
This ordinance approved the creation of a Tax Increment Financing District to assist in the funding of the Lincoln Yards Development, which is planned for an area in between the Bucktown and Lincoln Park neighborhoods. The proposed development will
include apartments, condos, office, retail and entertainment features. Alderman King voted against this proposal as she believes
due to the scale of the project, its extensive reliance on Tax Increment Financing, and the manner in which it was rushed through
city council needed further scrutiny and should be delayed until the new mayor and council are seated in office.

Adoption of the Roosevelt/Clark TIF District (O2019-2544)
This ordinance approved the creation of a Tax Increment Financing District to assist in the funding of The 78 Development, which is
planned for a vacant parcel of land south of Roosevelt and along the Chicago River. Alderman King also voted in opposition to this
project for many of the same reasons as the Courtland/Chicago River TIF. Both TIFs ultimately passed before council, and both projects are expected to move forward.

Expansion of Divvy Bike Services (SO2019-1611)
This ordinance amends the current agreement between the City and Motivate, the company who manages the city’s bike share
system known as Divvy. Motivate was just recently acquired by Lyft, who is committed to expanding access to Divvy and increasing
the number and types of bicycles found throughout Chicago. As part of the deal, Divvy will expand service to all 50 wards within 36
months, and will add 10,500 new bicycles and 175 new stations. All 10,500 bicycles will be electronic assist and bicycles for individuals with disabilities will also be inserted into the system.

Modernization of the Chicago Building Code (SO2019-1452)
For the first time in over 70 years, Chicago has seen a modernization to its building code, which regulates almost every facet of
construction of any nature within city limits. As part of this modernization, Chicago will now adhere to the 2018 International
Building Code, which is the industry standard used by developers and architects worldwide. Additionally, sprinkler systems are now
required in residential buildings with four or more units and builders are required to implement seismic design features into buildings for the first time in history.

Amendment of Municipal Code Regulating Ethics (SO2019-285)
This amendment strengthens ethical requirements aldermen must adhere to. It expands the prohibition on campaign contributions
of more than $1,500 from people who actively have business in front of the council. Initially, these people were prohibited from
such donations before a matter comes up for consideration. Now, these contributions are prohibited for six months afterwards.
Additionally, aldermen are now required to document in writing the reasons they choose to deny a permit request in their ward.

Employment/Education
Chicago Codes
The Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership has created a new workforce training initiative known as Chicago Codes, a tuition free 11
-week boot camp that provides participants with the opportunity to learn Python, one of the most wanted coding languages today
according to the 2018 Developer Survey published by Stack Overflow. Python coders earn a median salary of $77,000 a year
according to Payscale.
Chicago Codes applications are currently being accepted with the program launching on June 3. The program is cosponsored by
Microsoft, Facebook, and the Rockefeller Foundation, and is powered by the Coding Dojo.
If you’d like to learn more about Chicago Codes, there will be a special launch event held on May 8th at 10 A.M. at the Woodlawn
Resource Center, located at 6144 S. Cottage Grove Avenue. This event will provide an opportunity to learn more about the
program and to meet key partners and instructors. Advance registration is required - you can confirm your attendance by clicking
this link: http://bit.ly/joinmemay8.

Computer Literacy
A Knock at Midnight is hosting basic computer literacy and job readiness training classes from May 13-June 4. The class will meet
on Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30 A.M. and 1 P.M. Registration is open from now through May 14. You will need a USB flash drive
and $5 for registration and class materials. For more information, call (773) 488-2960.

Concessions Job Fair
On Tuesday, May 21, Chicago’s Department of Aviation is hosting a Concessions Career Fair for positions at O’Hare. This is an
opportunity to speak directly to hiring managers of the stores and restaurants at Chicago O’Hare International Airport.
Concessionaires are looking to fill front-line associate positions, cooks, wait staff, service providers, massage therapists, nail
technicians, managers and other support positions for the airport shops. The event takes place from 9 A.M.—3 P.M. at O’Hare’s
Terminal 2 baggage claim. Resume required, interviews are conducted on site.

