
 (773) 536-8103 November Newsletter AldSophiaKing.com 

In this issue 

King’s Korner 

Senior Ball 

Veterans Day 

Smart Lighting 

A Closer Look 

Coffee with Elders 

Thanksgiving 

Legislative Corner 

Employment/Education 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

King’s Korner 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

Welcome to the November edition of our monthly newsletter. Our office has been busy with many 
issues including the Budget, Halloween, lead in the water, Veterans Day and preparing for 
Thanksgiving. 

The City Council just passed a new budget. While not perfect, this budget begins to address many 
systemic issues that get us closer to truly being a world class city.  Please take a look at some of 
those appropriated items in our Legislative Corner.  

Halloween, as most of you are aware, took a sour turn in Hyde Park. A number of organizations, 
including both aldermanic offices, came together to curate a family-fun event for all ages. While 
initially the event was successful in creating a positive atmosphere, a few bad actors, keen on 
creating chaos, flipped the script. Now I understand and agree  that  our  teenagers  do  not  have  
enough  opportunities  for  positive,  safe  and  engaging activities, but that is not an excuse for the 
destructive behavior that occurred and it will not be tolerated. Our office, along with Alderman 
Hairston’s and a comprehensive group of stakeholders, will lead planning for next year’s 
Halloween. We are all ears and are soliciting feedback and ideas on how to have a successful 
Halloween in Hyde Park. We will continue to work with all parties to this end. 

Lead in the water is a serious concern that has raised a red flag in our City.  Recently elevated levels 
were exposed after the city tested lead levels in water before and after new meters were installed. 
Those houses that had elevated levels were immediately notified but all others were not, and the 
concern is that it could be more pervasive. The increase in the levels and the cause are being 
investigated and certainly should be taken seriously. We should note, however, and temper our 
concerns a bit that less than one percent of children have elevated blood lead levels, as compared 
to 25 percent in the late 1990’s. Many older single family and two-flat homes built before 1986 are 
likely to have lead service lines connecting the individual home to the water main. These older 
homes may also have lead solder and other interior plumbing that contains lead. However, 
Chicago, like other cities, has an aggressive anti-corrosion program in which blended phosphate is 
added to the water. This phosphate forms a protective coating on the pipes, minimizing the risk 
that lead and other contaminates will leak into the water. 

The City is evaluating the feasibility of a multi-billion dollar program to potentially replace lead 
service lines. In addition, they are providing free water filters to any household that previously 
tested above the EPA action level.  If you think your residence may be at risk, and would like a free 
testing kit, do not hesitate to contact our office. 

Although there are many issues facing our City and individuals, we have much for which to be 
thankful. As we approach Thanksgiving this year, think about the things for which you are grateful 
and try to find your own way to give back.  Our office is once again partnering with the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge to deliver meals to our elders and serve Thanksgiving dinner for those who may be 
without or to those who simply want to fellowship with their neighbors.  

We are thankful for our diverse and unique communities and to all of you who take time to add 
value. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Respectfully, 

 

      

Sophia D. King 
Alderman, 4th Ward 

 

Office Location 

435 E. 35th Street 

Chicago, IL 60616 

Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9-5 p.m. 

Friday 9-3 p.m. 

 

Follow us on 

 

Facebook 

Facebook.com/aldsophiaking 

Twitter 

Twitter.com/aldsophiaking 

Instagram 

Instagram.com/aldsophiaking 



A Look Back 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Last month, Alderman King threw her annual 4th 

Ward Senior Ball. This day of fellowship, dancing, 

food, refreshments and good conversation is one 

of the highlights of our year. Over 200 seniors 

from all across the ward joined us, and some of 

them were lucky enough to take home some raffle 

prizes that included an evening at the brand new 

Sophy Hotel, tickets to a DePaul basketball game 

and a gift card to the 4th Ward’s own Norman’s 

Bistro. We would like to extend a thank you to all the seniors who came out and joined us, 

the Lakeshore Hotel for hosting us, and all of our sponsors whose generous donations 

made this day possible.  

23rd Annual Senior Ball 

On Saturday, November 3, Alderman King hosted her 

annual flu shot clinic at Oakwood Shores Community 

Center. This clinic was hosted in partnership with the 

Chicago Department of Health, who offers 

immunizations to anyone free of charge. This is part of 

the city’s ongoing health initiative which is designed to 

increase the health and wellness of all residents. If you 

missed the clinic, but still want to receive an 

immunization, call 311 and an operator will provide 

you with information about clinics and locations near you.  

 

September 311 Overview 

 

 
Budget Hearings 

 
Over the past two weeks, the city 

has been holding their annual 

budget hearings for the various 

departments that make up 

Chicago's bureaucracy. Each 

department’s budget is heavily 

scrutinized and debated by all 50 

aldermen. These hearings offer 

opportunities for alderman to hold 

leaders accountable and adjust 

departmental budgets in ways that 

they see important to the health of 

not just their wards but the entire 

city. Visit our Legislative Corner for 

more information on some of the 

highlights in the upcoming year’s 

budget.   

Department Completed Total 

311 City Services 31 32 

Animal Control 21 31 

Buildings 13 47 

BACP 8 20 

Family & Support  72 72 

Streets & Sanitation 119 212 

Transportation 57 87 

Water Management 20 36 

Veterans Day Parade 
On November 12, Alderman King joined with 

Alderman Dowell, the American Legion Giles Post 87, 

students of the Bronzeville Military Academy, and 

many distinguished veterans to march in the 99th 

Annual Veterans Day Parade. This year 

commemorated the 100th Anniversary of the World 

War I armistice and featured a rededication of the 

recently restored Victory Monument on 35th and 

King. The monument was erected in 1927 to honor 

the 370th Infantry Division. To learn more about Bronzeville’s own 370th, click here.  

Coffee with Elders 
On Wednesday, November 7, Alderman King along with a 

representative from Chicago’s Department of Family and 

Social Services held her first Coffee with Elders. This event 

was an opportunity for senior residents to come out 

during the day and share their concerns with Alderman 

King. We will continue this event as a monthly series with 

new guests each time to discuss the various offerings the 

city has to offer to senior residents.  

https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2017/11/10/forgotten-story-illinoiss-black-world-war-i-regiment


Community Corner 
Silver Room Impact Awards 

On Tuesday, October 9, the Silver Room Block Party was awarded the First Annual 

Economic Impact Award by Downtown Hyde Park Chicago (Special Service Area #61). 

This award examines the effect of an event on the economy in a specific area, 

ranging from a single neighborhood to the entire globe. The group decided to award 

the first ever award to the Silver Room Block Party, which brought over 40,000 

attendees to Hyde Park and close to $4 million in economic impact for the Southside 

of Chicago in 2018. Congratulations Silver Room!   

Smart Lighting 
Chicago is currently undertaking one of the largest street lighting modernization programs 

in the country. The Electricity Bureau is installing better quality, more reliable LED light 

fixtures on streets, alleys and viaducts to increase safety, reduce energy costs and 

improve the environment. As part of Phase 2A, all street and alley lights in the 4th Ward 

south of 39th Street will be replaced with these fixtures by March 2019. For more 

information, visit chicagosmartlighting.org. 

Holiday Gospel Awards 
On November 16, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., IIT Architecture & the National Museum of Gospel Music will host a holiday gospel 

celebration at S. R. Crown Hall (3360 S. State Street). At 5:30 p.m. a discussion about the Pilgrim Baptist Church and its place 

as the birthplace of Gospel will begin, followed by a welcoming at 6 p.m. and a live performance at 6:30 p.m. Admission and 

parking are free to all. Park in lots D1, D2 or D5.  

Shiloh Baptist Church Meeting 

On November 7, our office hosted a community meeting to discuss the 

development taking place on the site of the former Shiloh Baptist Church. 

The former church and synagogue has been closed for some time and plans 

call for it to be replaced by 13 townhomes. Demolition has been ongoing for 

several years due to the desire to keep the unstable façade intact. However, 

they have made significant progress and expect construction to be complete 

in 18-24 months barring no unforeseen circumstances. 

Household Waste & Electronics Collection 
The Green Sanctuary Group will hold a household hazardous waste and computer electronics collection on Saturday, 

December 1, from 9-11 a.m. at the First Unitarian Church (57th and Woodlawn). For a list of accepted items, visit: 

bit.ly/2zC5Uz4. 

chicagosmartlighting.org
bit.ly/2zC5Uz4


A Closer Look 
If you have not stepped foot in the Faie African Art Gallery (1005 E. 43rd 

Street) you should make an effort to change that, and you might just run into 

one of its longtime volunteers, Jacqueline Robbins. Ms. Robbins is a woman 

who eloquently wears the pride of the gallery, blending into the 

arrangement of original African artifacts that seemingly take up every square 

inch of floor space. A resident of the nearby Vivian Gordon Harsh building, 

Ms. Robbins is well known for her stunning wardrobe made of African 

textiles, and walks the few blocks once or twice a week to help Faye 

Edwards, the store’s owner, with special events.  

Born and raised on the city’s west side in the now razed Robert Brooks 

Homes, she is the eldest of 10 children. She recalls her father telling her one 

day, “If you mess with one Perry, you mess with all the Perrys.” Obeying this 

message, she remembers her need to remain tough and come to the defense 

of her younger siblings throughout her childhood. After graduating from 

McKinley High School, she attended Roosevelt University where she met her 

husband, and ultimately settled down in the west side, where she gave birth 

to two sons. 

Her father was very active in the Progressive Party Movement and occasionally collaborated with Doctor Margaret 

Burroughs. His activism drive rubbed off on Jacqueline, and when Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. came to Chicago, she 

marched side by side with him. In the 60’s, a group including herself, started the Black Women’s Committee for the 

Protection of Our Children. The committee opened a school near 41st and Cottage Grove that took in preschoolers 

and offered after school programming for young black adults. She vividly remembers driving a large semi-trailer filled 

with supplies to the school on the first day. Traffic came to a complete standstill at the sight of a black woman driving 

a truck of that size. For the safety of the students, the school worked out a deal with neighboring gangs. They 

demanded the school be neutral territory, and the gangs, out of respect for their cause, heeded to their demand and 

even offered the women protection on nights when they had to leave late. 

Married to a biochemist, she recalls her husband being convinced by colleagues to move to the entirely white suburb, 

Park Forest. When they moved her family into the neighborhood, she remembers what it felt like to be the second 

family of color to ever live in the town. Her next-door neighbor constructed a fence in-between their houses, painting 

his side white and her family’s side black. While she did not have a problem with the fence, which she thought was a 

humorous reflection of the plain truth, her fellow neighbors came to address the situation, painting her side the 

whitest hue they could find.  

Ms. Robbins was a dedicated writer and participated in writers workshops run by both Gwendolyn Brooks and Val 

Gray Ward. Her love of writing and entertainment led her to try out for a role in the film, The Spook Who Sat by the 

Door. During casting tryouts, the directors laughed her out the door, but told her they would find something else for 

her to do. She soon traveled to California and joined director Ivan Dixon and producer Sam Greenlee, from first shot 

to last. While she initially joined the set to work in wardrobe, she quickly moved up the ladder after she noticed an 

error in a particular scene where the orientation of the room was erroneously flipped. Her eye for catching the fine 

details led Mr. Dixon to state his desire to have Ms. Robbins seated next to him for the rest of filming. 

Ms. Robbins’ journey has been long and winding, and her story has much more to be told. We encourage you to stop 

by Vivian Gordon Harsh, Faie’s or the Southside Community Arts Center, all staples of our community which she 

happens to be heavily involved in, and you may just run into her. Because if there is one thing for certain, you won’t 

miss her.  



    Coming Up 

Alderman ‘On the Block’ 

Community Meetings 
 

Bronzeville CAC 

Next Meeting: Second Monday of 

each month 

Location: Urban League (4510 S. 

Michigan Ave.) 

Time: 6-8 p.m. 

 

Hyde Park CAC 

When: Fourth Wednesday of each 

month 

Location: Walter H. Dyett High 

School (555 E 51st St) 

Time: 6-8 p.m.  

 

The GAP Community Meeting 

When: First Tuesday of each month  

Time: 7:15 p.m.  

Where: Illinois College of Optome-

try, 3240 S. Indiana 

For more information, please e-mail 

thegapco@hotmail.com 

 

Chicago Loop Alliance 

When: Second Tuesday of each 

month  

Location: Palmer House,  

17 E Monroe St 

Time: 8:15 p.m. 

For more information, please e-mail 

mike@chicagoloopalliance.com 

 

C.A.P.S. Meetings 

PAC Meetings  

South Loop Neighbors Meeting 
South Loop Neighbors will host their annual public 

meeting on Wednesday, December 5, at 7 p.m. The 

meeting, which takes place at Grace Place (637 S. 

Dearborn), will focus on the happenings in the 

neighborhood, voting for a new board, and 

discussing the upcoming year. In addition, Roger 

Marsh will give a presentation about crime in the 

neighborhood. The meeting is open for any 

interested South Loop resident. Please direct any questions to (312) 409-1700 or 

info@southloopneighbors.org. 

We will be holding our second Coffee with Elders on Wednesday, December 5, from 

12-2 p.m. at a soon to be determined location. This event is an opportunity for senior 

residents to come out during the day and share their concerns with Alderman King. 

The alderman will also provide community updates. In addition, we will have 

representatives from the city on hand to discuss the roll out of the new 311 system.  

Coffee with Elders 

This year we will once again be partnering with the 

Prince Hall Grand Lodger to provide free meals to 

residents of the ward on Thanksgiving. On 

November 22, 2018, at the Dining Hall at the 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge (809 E. 42nd Place), we 

will be serving a family-style meal from 

10:30a.m—2p.m. All you have to do is show up, no 

registration required. If you have any additional 

questions, do not hesitate to contact our office.  

Thanksgiving 

The Alderman ‘On the Block’ series allows for 

residents to come out and have a sit down 

conversation with Alderman King and staff to 

discuss anything on their mind, all while 

supporting a local 4th Ward business. Generally 

the series moves around the ward to ensure 

convenience for all residents. We will be 

announcing our upcoming Alderman ‘On the 

Blocks’ shortly. Follow us on social media and 

stay tuned to our subsequent newsletters for the time and location.  

http://www.aldsophiaking.com/2018/01/30/2018-c-a-p-s-schedule-1st-district/
http://www.aldsophiaking.com/2018/01/30/park-district-advisory-councils-2018-schedule/


Legislative Corner 

Annual Appropriation Ordinance—Year 2019 (SO2018-7954) 

This ordinance authorizes the annual city budget for Fiscal Year 2019. While the budget addresses each and every facet of the city 

and its many departments, some highlights include: 

 Chicago Public Schools officials will pick up half of the $33 million tab racked up by assigning 211 Chicago Police officers to pa-
trol public schools, and cover the $14 million cost of the Safe Passages program. Both line items were paid in full by the city 
last year. 

 A new Department of Housing to focus on affordability issues — and a $1.4 million boost for the new department’s operations 
over its last incarnation. The city is in the midst of drafting its next five-year housing plan. 

 $2.07 million to hire formerly incarcerated men and women in three programs. Eighty people would be hired to clean and 
beautify vacant lots in high-crime neighborhoods; 34 people would be hired as part of the CTA’s Second Chance Program and an-
other 25 would be hired by the Department of Transportation’s Greencorps programs. 

 $27.5 million for police reform, including cost of the monitoring team that will be charged with ensuring the city and Police 
Department comply with the changes ordered by Judge Robert M. Dow. 

 $1.3 million more to buy garbage and recycling bins in an effort to get new trash cans to residents faster. 

 $500,000 more for rat abatement that would allow crews to go into yards to search for and close rat holes rather than re-
sponding to complaints. 

 $3.5 million more to expand and sustain youth mentoring programs to universally cover seventh grade boys. 

 

Use Agreement for the Obama Presidential Center (O2018-7136) 

The ordinance authorizes an intergovernmental agreement with the Chicago Park District for the acquisition of property in Jackson 

Park, to be used as the site of the Obama Presidential Center. This ordinance amends a 2015 ordinance, after engagement with 

neighboring communities spanning over two years, with the determination that the construction of the OPC presented a rare op-

portunity for the City, in coordination with other local, state and federal entities, to enhance the Foundation’ investment in the 

park by improving the road and trail network, reconnecting fragmented park land, improving bicycle and pedestrian connectivity to 

the lagoons and lakefront, improving traffic safety, reducing vehicle conflict, with visitors to the park and enhancing outdoor spac-

es that currently exist. Construction of the OPC will support local businesses and encourage additional investments in the area and 

the foundation will strive to award a minimum 50% of subcontracts to diverse firms, far greater than the City’s required minimum 

goals.  

 

4400 Grove Development (O2018-7779) 

This ordinance authorizes the redevelopment agreement for the development known as 4400 Grove, which will be constructed at 

the intersection of 44th Street and Cottage Grove. The new mixed-use development will house 84 units, 59 of which will have 

monthly rents not in excess of thirty percent of the maximum allowable income for a Low Income Family. The ground floor will 

consist of various commercial businesses. 

 

Office of Labor Standards (O2018-3286) 

This ordinance creates the Office of Labor Standards within the Department of Business Affairs and Consumer Protection. The 

Office would investigate complaints regarding non-compliance with the City’s Minimum Wage and Sick Leave ordinances. At the 

conclusion of an investigation, the Office may impose penalties or provide relief for employees. 

We have rounded up some of the major ordinances and resolutions that have passed in the previous 

month’s City Council. Each month, hundreds of pieces of legislation pass at Council, many of which are 

debated and scrutinized in both Committee and Council. We have selected a few that are impactful to 

the 4th Ward and the City as a whole.  

https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3704628&GUID=D4ACBD37-F808-40D3-B3CD-AB137CB9469D&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3681626&GUID=5B28F102-DEE2-4DB2-B35F-4E41DE4DCD78&Options=Advanced&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3684290&GUID=2C050445-5DE2-44C8-B6F0-D1645469DCC2&Options=Advanced&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3480589&GUID=6569A930-96FA-49D4-9EAB-06B5BE79A1C1&Options=Advanced&Search=


   Employment/Education 

Census Jobs 
The U.S. Census Bureau is now hiring individuals to work the 2020 Census. To apply, visit 2020cencus.gov/jobs or call (855) 562-

2020  

OEMC Communications Operation Manager  
The Office of Emergency Management and Communications is seeking qualified individuals for the position of Communications 

Operations Manager. To learn more or apply, click here. 

CPS Student & Parent Scholarship Info Session 

Chicago Public Schools is hosting a student and parent information session on Thursday, November 29, from 5:30-8 p.m. The 

session is open to any CPS senior student who has a GPA above 3.0, an act ACT score above 17 or SAT score above 910 - students 

must be accompanied by a parent or adult. The event will take place at University of Illinois Chicago, Student Center East (730 S. 

Halsted Street). To register, visit ChooseYourFuture.cps.edu. There will be over 20 scholarship providers in attendance.  

Public Utility Training Program 

ComEd and the City Colleges of Chicago have partnered for 11 years on the Overhead Electrical Line Worker (OELW) program at 

Dawson Technical Institute at Kennedy-King. This 5 ½ month program prepares students for employment with a public utility, 

private electrical distribution contractor, or cable company. Many Dawson graduates are currently employed at ComEd and 

affiliated contractors. If interested, call the Admissions Office at 773-602-5555 or visit their website and ask about the Overhead 

Electrical Line Worker Program.  

http://2020cencus.gov/jobs
https://chicago.taleo.net/careersection/100/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
ChooseYourFuture.cps.edu
http://www.ccc.edu/colleges/kennedy/programs/Pages/Electrical-Line-Worker-(Overhead)-Advanced-Certificate.aspx

