
 (773) 536-8103 October Newsletter AldSophiaKing.com 

In this issue 

King’s Korner 

Pickleball Courts 

4400 Grove Hiring Fair 

South Loop Parking Meeting 

Drexel Bike Lanes 

Senior Ball 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Legislative Corner 

Employment/Education 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

King’s Korner 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

 

Welcome back to another addition of our monthly newsletter. 

For too long our city’s black and brown youth have been plagued by the systemic 

injustice that exists within our criminal justice system. While there have been 

countless crimes and tragedies that have gone without justice, today we took a step in 

right direction. I know emotions are high, and will remain high for several days, but I 

ask that we all treat each other with dignity and respect as we move forward.  

Our annual Flu Shot Clinic is coming up in the first weekend of November. We will be 

at the Oakwood Shores Community Center with the Department of Health 

administering flu shots. Close to a million people are hospitalized yearly as a result of 

the flu, and the negative economic impact it has on Chicago is in the millions. We urge 

you to take advantage of this free service and avoid being infected. Visit page 4 for 

more information.   

City Council resumed after a month off, therefore our legislative corner will return to 

this month’s newsletter. Last month’s council saw several pieces of legislation pass 

that have a direct impact on the 4th Ward including two dog parks and a new turf field 

at Dunbar High School. Visit page 5 for more information on these capital projects. 

Next week we are holding a meeting in the South Loop to discuss recommendations to 

address parking concerns. Our office was tasked with bringing back ideas to alleviate 

these concerns and we will share these ideas at this meeting. The meeting is 

specifically focused on a sub-area of South Loop proper, so visit page 3 for more 

information.  

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Sophia D. King 

Alderman, 4th Ward 

Office Location 

435 E. 35th Street 

Chicago, IL 60616 

Hours 

Monday—Friday 9-5pm 

Alderman ‘On the Block’ 

See page 5 for details 

 

Follow us on 

 

Facebook 

Facebook.com/aldsophiaking 

Twitter 

Twitter.com/aldsophiaking 

Instagram 

Instagram.com/aldsophiaking 



A Look Back 

Gwendolyn Brooks Pickleball Court 

Last month, Roosevelt University renamed their 

Congress Lounge to the Ida B. Wells Lounge. This 

change was to reflect not just the upcoming street 

name change in the South Loop, but to honor the 

legacy of this civil rights activist, journalist, and 

women’s rights champion. Alderman King was 

joined by President Ali Malekzadeh who has been 

front and center in promoting social justice, 

equality, and progressive values throughout the 

fabric of Roosevelt University. In addition to President Malekzedeh, Michelle Duster, great-

granddaughter of Ida B. Wells, educated the audience on some of the history behind her 

great-grandmother. We would like to thank President Malekzedeh, Chairman Harris, and 

Roosevelt University for their ongoing work in our community.   

Congress Parkway Lounge 

On October 3rd, Alderman King joined with the Chicago Park District for a ribbon cutting at 

Gwendolyn Brooks Park’s new pickleball courts. We heard from countless residents about 

their desire and interest in this rapidly growing sport, and after working with the Chicago 

Park District and the Pritzker Foundation, we are excited to bring these courts to the heart 

of the 4th Ward. For those of you who may be unfamiliar with pickleball, it combines the 

elements of badminton, tennis and table tennis. Two or four players hit a ball similar to a 

Wiffle Ball over a net, with rules somewhat similar to tennis. This fun sport is played by all, 

and we invite you to come out and give this exciting sport a try at Gwendolyn Brooks.  

 

August 311 Overview 

 

Senior Fest 
 

On Thursday, September 13, 

Alderman King attended Chicago’s 

Senior Fest. The festival, held at 

Millennium Park annually, 

celebrates Chicago’s seniors. Over 

8,000 senior residents attended 

this year’s fest and participated in 

activities such as bingo, a picnic, 

lawn games, dancing, a resource 

fair, and much more. The 

Alderman ran into several of the 

4th Ward’s senior residents at the 

event and enjoyed spending part 

of her day with them.   

Department Completed Total 

311 City Services 38 38 

Animal Control 25 42 

Buildings 14 43 

BACP 20 40 

Family & Support  65 66 

Streets & Sanitation 131 204 

Transportation 56 105 

Water Management 24 40 

4400 Grove Hiring Fair 
On September 3, Alderman King and Bright Star 

Community Outreach hosted a construction hiring 

fair for the 4400 Grove development. This mixed-use 

project will contain 84 residential units and several 

locations on the group floor which will be allocated 

for commercial opportunities. Of these 84 

residences, 59 will be affordable housing. Alderman 

King has demanded there be significant community 

hiring for this job and fought for substantially high minority and women hiring 

requirements. Construction is set to begin shortly, and we expect the development to be 

completed in the first quarter of 2020.   

ComEd Bronzeville Mircogrid Showcase 
ComEd was recently approved to construct one of the first utility-scale mircogrid clusters in 

the nation right here in Bronzeville. The project, which received more than $5 million in 

grant funding from the U.S. Department of Energy, will enable the study of how microgrids 

support the integration of clean energy onto the grid.  In addition, it will increase grid 

security to keep power flowing even during extreme weather or a catastrophic event. A 

microgrid is a small power grid with defined boundaries which can operate both when 

connected to the larger electric grid and as an “island” when there’s an interruption on the 

main grid. We are excited to welcome this technology to the 4th Ward and look forward to 



Community Corner 

39th Street Beach Public Art Installation 
On October  16, at 9 a.m., we will formally dedicate 

a new art installation in the ward. The sculpture,  

installed at 39th Street and Lake Shore Drive, on the 

lakefront, is titled Letter to Bessie Coleman and 

contains  a group of symbols representing multiple 

cultures including: French, African, Native American, 

Mexican, and Chinese cultures. The sculpture is 

intended to inspire notions of connectedness, cross-cultural cooperation and 

shared history among Chicago residents. Bessie Coleman was the first woman of 

African-American descent, and the first of Native American descent, to hold a pilot 

license. She spent time living in Bronzeville before she moved to France to study 

aviation. The installation was created by sculptor Bernard Williams. 

South Loop Parking Meeting 
On October 11, our office will host a community meeting to discuss parking in the 

South Loop—particularly the area from Congress Parkway (Ida B. Wells Drive) to 

Roosevelt Road by Wells Street to Wabash Avenue. We plan to share 

recommendations, get feedback and discuss possible solutions. We will be joined 

by representatives from the Chicago Department of Transportation and the 

Finance Department who will answer questions regarding their work in the area. 

The meeting will take place at Grace Place (637 S. Dearborn) at 6 p.m.  

You may have already noticed the re-

striping of Drexel Boulevard from 

51st to Oakwood. After considering 

the views expressed in several 

community meetings, we moved the 

lanes adjacent to the interior of the 

boulevard. Previously, the bike lanes 

ran on the right-hand side of traffic, 

between the rightmost lane and the 

area where cars parallel park. This 

creates a very hazardous situation for 

cyclists, as they have to ride in an 

area that is susceptible to dooring. 

In addition to shifting the lanes, the 

project will also include re-striping the entire roadway, including upgrading 

pedestrian crosswalks to high-visibility continental markings.  

This entire project was entirely funded through federal grants. We will also have 

the chance to revisit this as the entire boulevard will be resurfaced next year.  

Drexel Bike Lanes 

 

Bank of America Chicago  

Marathon 

As many of you are already 
aware, the Bank of America Mar-
athon takes place Sunday, Octo-
ber 6. The Chicago Marathon is 
one of the six World Marathon 
Majors and is the fourth-largest 
race by number of finishers 
worldwide. The first race was 
held on September 25, 1977 un-
der the original name of the 
Mayor Daley Marathon. The race 
has been held every year since, 
except in 1987 when only a half-
marathon was run. The Chicago 
Marathon is one of the fastest 
marathons in the world, due to 
Chicago’s largely fast and flat 
course which facilitates the pur-
suit of personal records and 
world record performances. Mil-
lions of dollars are raised each 
year by participants and last year 
the race had over 170 charity 
partners, with more than $16.9 
million raised. In addition, it is 
estimated that the race results in 
almost $300 million dollars worth 
of activity to the Chicago econo-
my, equivalent to almost 2,000 
jobs. There will be various street 
closures taking place throughout 
the city that will impact com-
mutes. To see a list of street clo-
sures, click here.  

https://www.chicagomarathon.com/participant-information/course-amenities/street-closure-notification/


    Coming Up 

Alderman On the Block 

Community Meetings 
 

Bronzeville CAC 

Next Meeting: Second Monday of 

each month 

Location: Urban League (4510 S. 

Michigan Ave.) 

Time: 6-8 p.m. 

 

Hyde Park CAC 

When: Fourth Wednesday of each 

month 

Location: Walter H. Dyett High 

School (555 E 51st St) 

Time: 6-8 p.m.  

 

The GAP Community Meeting 

When: First Tuesday of each month  

Time: 7:15 p.m.  

Where: Illinois College of Optome-

try, 3240 S. Indiana 

For more information, please e-mail 

thegapco@hotmail.com 

 

Chicago Loop Alliance 

When: Second Tuesday of each 

month  

Location: Palmer House,  

17 E Monroe St 

Time: 8:15 p.m. 

For more information, please e-mail 

mike@chicagoloopalliance.com 

 

C.A.P.S. Meetings 

PAC Meetings  

Shred-a–Thon 
Our upcoming Shred-a-Thon is taking place Saturday, October 13, at 35th and 

Rhodes, behind L.A. Fitness and will run from 9 a.m.—12 p.m. (or capacity).  

Shredding will occur on-site by a licensed and bonded operator. In addition to 

document destruction, we will also have the University of Chicago on site to 

responsibly dispose of electronics. Not all electronics are accepted, so please consult 

with our office beforehand if you feel your item may not qualify. Additionally, the 

machine will only accept loose pieces of natural paper. Bound materials such as a 

spiral notebook or a binder will be rejected. Please remove materials from these 

binds beforehand to expedite the process. 

The 4th Ward will host a flu clinic Saturday, 

November 3rd from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the 

Oakwood Shores Community Center (3825 S. 

Vincennes Avenue) The clinic will be open to all, 

and the Chicago Department of Public Health will 

be administering free flu shots on site. For more 

information, visit Cityofchicago.org/health  

Flu Shot Clinic 

Alderman King is hosting her 23rd Annual Senior Ball 

this Saturday, October 6, from Noon—4 p.m. The ball 

will take place at the Chicago Lake Shore Hotel (4900 

S. Lake Shore Drive) and will feature a day of dancing, 

food and refreshments, raffle prizes, fellowship and 

much more! We look forward to spending this day 

with our most cherished residents.  

Senior Ball 

The Alderman ‘On the Block’ series allows for 

residents to come out and have a sit down 

conversation with Alderman King and staff to 

discuss anything on their mind, all while supporting 

a local 4th Ward business. Generally the series 

moves around the ward to ensure convenience for 

all residents. Our next Alderman ‘On the Block’ will 

take place Monday, October 22nd at Jolly Pumpkin 

(5215 S. Harper Court) and will run from 4-7 p.m. 

http://www.aldsophiaking.com/2018/01/30/2018-c-a-p-s-schedule-1st-district/
http://www.aldsophiaking.com/2018/01/30/park-district-advisory-councils-2018-schedule/
http://cityofchicago.org/health


Legislative Corner 

 

A Tax Increase and Additional Protections for Liquid Nicotine Products (O2018-7371) 

The ordinance imposes a new sales tax on e-cigarettes as well as mandate that all e-cigarettes and vaping products be located be-

hind the counter at retail stores. This increased the tax to $1.50 per container of liquid nicotine and $1.20 per milliliter. The tax 

previously sat at $.80 per container of liquid nicotine and $1.20 per milliliter. Chicago was the first big city in the United States to 

impose a tax on e-cigarettes and this ordinance is building further on that tax. This is in light of the growing nation-wide epidemic 

of young people who are becoming highly addicted to liquid nicotine products and e-cigarettes.   

 

Amendment of Municipal Code Titles 4 and 10 regarding pop-up food restaurant licensing and regulations

(O2018-6162) 

This ordinance creates a licensing structure to allow for the operation of short-term “pop-up” stores, including restaurants. With 

this license, Chicago’s restaurateurs and entrepreneurs will now have the chance to test their concepts without the burden of a 

long-term lease or license. Entrepreneurs looking to operate as a pop-up will be able to obtain a cheap, easy pop-up user license. 

Currently, business owners seeking to operate pop-up establishments must obtain a full 2-year license.  The new license will pro-

vide the option of a 5-, 30-, 90-, 180-, or 365-day license, depending on their business activity, all at a very low cost and without an 

on-site inspection.  

 

An Intergovernmental Agreement between the City and the Chicago Park District for the Construction of Dog 

Parks in the 4th Ward (O2018-6106) (O2018-6117) 

The ordinance authorizes an intergovernmental agreement with the Chicago Park District and the Department of Planning and 

Development (DPD) for the construction of a dog park and recreational facilities located in the 43rd & Cottage Grove Redevelop-

ment Area and the Madden/Wells Redevelopment Area.  

 

An Intergovernmental Agreement with the Chicago Park District for the Rehabilitation of Dunbar (O2018-6134) 

The ordinance authorizes an intergovernmental agreement with the Chicago Park District and the Department of Planning and 

Development (DPD) for the construction of an athletic field adjacent to Dunbar Vocational High School, located in the Bronzeville 

Redevelopment Area.  

 

Agreement with 601W Companies Chicago LLC and use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds for improve-

ments to plaza structure associated with rehabilitation, reconstruction and renovation of Old Post Office 

(O2018-6582) 

The site of the Old Post Office Building includes public rights of way for pedestrians and vehicles. As part of the renovation of this 

soon to be historical landmark, the owner will rehabilitate the public improvements including the Canal Street Plaza. The City will 

reimburse the owner up to $18 million from the Canal/Congress TIF pursuant to an agreement authorized by this ordinance. 

We have rounded up some of the major ordinances and resolutions that have passed in the previous 

month’s City Council. Each month, hundreds of pieces of legislation pass at Council, many of which are 

debated and scrutinized in both Committee and Council. We have selected a few that are impactful to 

the 4th Ward and the City as a whole.  

https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3682534&GUID=BB857449-8627-44FC-B583-C52226B5B0B0&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3584238&GUID=8D5B9C23-A65E-469C-BC69-677EFAE21A7D&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3584079&GUID=DA2A9FCE-2CE4-40DB-9869-2B299D63786F&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3584096&GUID=22E62A0C-1053-4A65-ADA2-1AAE1C3BDCEA&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3584125&GUID=5D042AB9-9179-4257-8128-71AE00983D5B&Options=&Search=
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3585065&GUID=59C73401-BA36-4B33-990F-537B0ABB3214&Options=Advanced&Search=


   Employment/Education 
Crossing Guards 

The Office of Emergency Management and Communications is currently accepting applications for the position of Crossing Guard. 

This job posting will be live on the City of Chicago's website from 9/25/18-10/8/18. To view the job description and apply for the 

position, please follow the link https://chicago.taleo.net/careersection/100/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en  

100 Black Men of Chicago, College Scholarship Fair  
100 Black Men of Chicago is hosting their 16th Annual College Scholarship Fair on October 13, 2018, at the UIC Pavilion (525 S. 

Racine Avenue). Students can register by clicking here. There is no cost to attend. If there are any questions or concerns please call 

(312) 372-1262.   

Safe Passage is Hiring   

The Alliance for Community Peace is now hiring Safe Passage Workers for 2018-2019. In order to be eligible, you must be 25 years 

of age, submit to a background Check ($59), take a drug/TB check, have a high school diploma or equivalent, and several additional 

requirements. Click here to see their flyer. To apply, visit allianceforcommunitypeace.org.  

SAFER Foundation 

The SAFER Foundation is screening individuals with records who want training and career opportunities such as Plumbing, 

Carpentry, Electrical, Masonry, Commercial Driver (CDL A, B or C), Forklift Driving or Logistics, and Supply Chain Management in 

fields covering Air, Water, Land and Rail. The next event takes place Tuesday, October 9 at 10 a.m. located at 808 S. Kedzie Avenue. 

To register, contact Valerie Berkhalter (773) 533-3099 or visit sdsctdlc.eventbrite.com.   

https://chicago.taleo.net/careersection/100/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
https://100bmc.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1588d8e74eed6286bd2a32145&id=731b9b9371&e=5c6b9d29bc
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/06ec4db706d5292e6f11a9a04/files/bcbe8db6-eaee-468b-b116-421717ae2eae/Safe_Passage_Flyer_2018_2019.pdf
http://www.allianceforcommunitypeace.org/
http://sdsctdlc.eventbrite.com

